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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, May 10, 2022, at Olmsted Falls City Hall 

26100 Bagley Road – Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
 

Council President Cornel Munteanu called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited.   Roll call was conducted Councilmen Brian Chitester, Lori Jones, Sean 

Wolanin, Yvonne Buchholz, and Scott Saari. Mr. Chitester moved to excuse Jay McFadden; Ms. 

Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Also, in attendance:  Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director (via Webex), Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief, Odis 

Rogers, Police Chief, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director.  Audience: 

28.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Ms. Buchholz moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of April 26, 2022; 

Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mr. Munteanu indicated that the Mayor was not present this evening and Chief Rogers would 

administer the Oath of Office to full time patrol officer Jack Kyle.  

 

Chief Rogers stated that Mr. Kyle is a 2015 graduate of Bay Village High School and a 2019 graduate 

of BW with a Bachelor of Arts Degree.  He stated that when the department was completing its 

background check of this officer they spoke with neighbor’s, references, and former employees; we 

could not find anyone to say anything bad about this officer.  When the detectives wrote their 

recommendation they indicated to “grab this guy as quick as you can.”  He feels very fortunate and 

that we are lucky by getting this officer.  He then administered the Oath of Office to Officer Kyle.  

 

Communications from Residents  

 

Dr. Scott Sedlacek, 27070 Sanctuary Lane, stated that he is a resident of Olmsted Township for 18 

years and has owned The Eye Place business in Olmsted Falls for nine years.  He is present tonight to 

voice his support for the JORD, the Joint Olmsted Recreation District.  The reason why is pretty easy, 

he has been deeply involved with both of the communities, living in one and having a business in the 

other, including his two children who have attended school here from pre-K to 11th grade.  He has 

been apart of just about every civic organization in the communities whether it be something that 

supports either business or recreation.  He also has a unique position in the community because he 

gets to talk to people day after day, year after year.  He is also an administrator in several of our local 

Facebook pages, like it or not that is where a lot of the community voices its wants, needs, concerns, 

and always wants to know when bulk trash day is which won’t be a concern anymore because now its 
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every week.  He does have an ear into the community in a unique way he thinks.  He does firmly 

believe that the JORD is something that the people want, it is clear that the Township Trustees want 

it, along with the seven JORD board members which have put many hours of thoughtful planning into 

this over the past three years, very careful and thoughtful planning.  So, put simply he thinks that the 

JORD is a recreation opportunity for everyone in the 44138.  It is a collaboration between the city and 

the township.  He does not see how anyone could be against that effort, he just doesn’t.  He would be 

happy to speak with any member of Council individually anytime if they wish.  He is present tonight 

to ask Council for their vote on May 24th to accept the bylaws and give the JORD a chance.  

 

Terry Duncan, 26105 Hickory Lane, stated that this is her first time at the podium and its kind of 

fun.  This is regarding Resolutions 24-2022 and 25-2022, she asks the members of City Council to 

reject Resolution 24-2022 and approve Resolution 25-2022 later this month when it comes up for a 

vote after the third reading.  She has lived in Olmsted Falls for over 40 years, long enough to raise 

two sons whose summer leagues suffered due to lack of ball fields.  Long enough to watch the 

promise of a recreation center wither and die due to government officials’ assumptions about the 

voters’ choices and a failure of Township and City to work together.  The formation of the Joint 

Olmsted Recreation District was an excellent re-boot for communities that are held together by their 

school district more than their city vs. township identification.  The voters of both deserve an 

opportunity to decide if a local publicly funded recreation opportunity is important.  The last two-plus 

years of the pandemic have highlighted the importance of recreational options for health, both mental 

and physical.  This Council has an opportunity to let the voters decide.  Resolution 24-2022 takes that 

away.  It’s a slap in the face of seniors like her who appreciate and will continue to fund police and 

fire, congratulations on the new recruit, but also know that a well-run publicly funded recreation 

program is a value to families, both young and not-so-young, just as a good public school system is 

important.  It’s a slap in the face of younger voters whose families want more local options for 

recreation.  Thank you to the all-volunteer JORD committee, you guys are great.  You have 

researched state laws, other joint recreation district, and carried the ball this far.  She understands that 

the law director is not in favor of this and seems to think that it maybe contrary to state law.  She is 

very active in the Richfield Heritage Preserve, the non-profit, and she has had an opportunity to work 

with members of that joint recreation district on their board, so she knows it’s a fact they are good for 

the community, a township and a village came together to form that JORD.  She would also like to 

ask Council to pass this because a joint recreation district could potentially be a boon to township and 

city residents alike.  Let the JORD committee continue to do due its work and support those efforts.  

Please vote to defeat Resolution 24-2022 and pass Resolution 25-2022.   

 

Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Chitester moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2022-09; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.   

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief  

Chief Rogers stated that he would like to again thank Council for the budget that they approved.  We 

were able to swear in Jack Kyle tonight and another part-timer to full time on Friday because of that 

budget.  He stated that Finance Director Swaisgood and Council worked hard on that budget, and we 

are starting to see the benefits.  He really appreciates the finance director and council.  
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Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch stated that the Village Green playground area is still closed waiting for the grass to 

come in which he hopes will be soon. The fences are being painted to get ready for whatever 

ceremony that may happen for the playground opening.  He is also beginning some of the road work 

now that the weather is allowing us to do so. 

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  

Chief Sheehan stated that the new squad was placed into service last Friday.   

 

Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director  

Mr. Swaisgood would like to address Ordinance 27-2022 which is on council’s agenda tonight under 

first reading.  He would respectfully ask that this be adopted under suspension of the rules due to the 

timing of when our current note matures.  If Council recalls a year ago the city took out a $6.9 million 

dollar note and $6.5 million of that was related to the Phase V sewer project. This portion has been 

approved through an OWDA loan.  He received the approval following the last council meeting, so 

$6.5 million is now gone through a loan that we will discuss at the finance committee meeting in a 

few weeks.  The $400,000 left has been a note that has rolled over since the year 2000 and was a $2 

million dollar note for all the renovations at city hall. Over the last few years we have not been able to 

pay anything down on that and although he is asking for an amount not to exceed $400,000, we have 

$200,000 budgeted this year to pay down this note.  The way things are going this year it looks like 

we will be able to make that payment so there will only be $200,000 left on this note. If Council 

recalls, the plan is to pay down the rest of the $200,000 a year from now and the plan is to officially 

be debt free on this project 23 years later.  He would respectfully ask that this be approved at 

tonight’s meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III  

Ms. Buchholz stated that the Park and Recreation Board are working on the Memorial Day 

celebration.  There will be a parade and application forms are on the city website if anyone is 

interested in having a float or walking, please fill out and submit to the building department.   

 

She stated that as Mr. Borczuch stated when the grass grows in at the Village Green we will do 

something in the middle of June to open the playground.  

 

Councilwoman Lori Jones, Council-at-Large  

Ms. Jones stated that she sees today you have in here about Chapter 280, the Shade Tree and she 

couldn’t get it called up on here so can she see that whole resolution. She was having trouble she 

couldn’t get on with her laptop and having trouble getting access on here. She’s heard a lot of things 

that are going on and she asked Mr. Borczuch to clarify up. But, from what she understands there are 

two people left on the Shade Tree Commission and that Mr. Borczuch has been running the meetings. 

Right now the way 280 says its says that there will be five members of the Shade Tree Commission 

all shall be residents of the city and that there be a liaison from council and then like the service 

director will be like a liaison but that the chairman runs the meeting; and it says here that no the only 

ones that can be elected officers are members of the commission and members of the commission 

have to be appointed residents of the city. We are now down to two and from what she understands so 

Mr. Borczuch should not be running the meeting according to the way it is now. She understands also 

now that they put the engineer and horticulturist and she doesn’t know the city planner and everybody 

on this committee. The reason she is concerned about this committee is with the developments there 

have been a lot of concerns by the committee that was there that they were following the Shade Tree 
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and nothing was ever followed and wanted to know what authority they had and they asked for more 

training and information. Now she hears three, one was not reappointed by the mayor, and two quit 

and there’s two left. The rest of its going to be nobody from the city but external people deciding it 

and there have been like she said a lot of issues with the trees and developments in the area so she is 

very very concerned about that. She is asking that you not pass that tonight that we have time to 

discuss it.  

 

She thinks everybody knows by now that she believes that everything we should do we should do as 

representatives of the residents of Olmsted Falls and she thinks that we need to get out more; she 

means she has been talking to people since the last meeting; everyone she asks everybody’s excited 

that there might be a joint recreational district. The only person questions well how it will get funded 

she said well they will get grants and eventually they could ask for a tax but if they do you have a 

right to vote no its going to be the public’s decision not anybody else; its going to be an independent 

entity and they all thought that was good because then to keep it separate from the rest of 

government. 

She stated that the cemetery is doing well. The cemetery committee we don’t meet that much 

everything is pretty smooth. 

 

She said that she is going to be blunt tonight; she had asked to be the liaison to Shade Tree 

Committee and was told no. She doesn’t have like maybe a quarter of a committee but she really 

doesn’t have any; but it doesn’t matter she can still sit here and ask whatever questions she wants. 

But, now that she sees what’s going on with Shade Tree she just have to hope - she just has to wonder 

is that they didn’t want her anywhere near it. She is very concerned about no people left and she 

couldn’t see the whole resolution because it had computer glitches she couldn’t get it loaded up and 

her guess is since Mr. Borczuch has been running the meetings; its not your fault.  Mr. Borczuch 

replied that he is not running the meetings.  Ms. Jones stated we don’t have five residents on the 

council and they have all these other people involved if its because the Shade Tree Commission was 

not falling into line and; his account is the city membership are the residents of the city going to be 

represented as residents of the city as the five member commission in the future or what’s in this.  

She asked Mr. Munteanu what was in the resolution.  The clerk indicated that she handed Ms. Jones a 

copy of the exhibit and stated that the red words are what is proposed to be changed. Ms. Jones 

replied oh, so it would be the city arborist, the city planner, the service director, the city engineer and 

one resident with horticulture experience; that’s really limiting who can be on Shade Tree when it use 

to be five residents. She could say the same thing for planning and zoning; there are members of 

planning and zoning that she is pretty sure if you were to ask him you know haven’t had proper 

training either. She thinks if you give it to the residents and you give them proper training they will 

be able to do a good job and one thing about residents is they put their city first and this takes out the 

residents you have one resident and only if they have horticulture experience; so we will have to hope 

that somebody from one of those greenhouses lives in the city; but to make it the city arborist, city 

planner, service director, city engineer and one resident puts the city in full control over shade trees 

and she doesn’t think it’s ever a good idea to not have accountability and whenever you stack it like 

this accountability is gone and that’s her humble opinion. 

 

Councilman Scott Saari, Ward IV – No Report 

 

Councilman Sean Wolanin, Ward II  

Mr. Wolanin stated that tomorrow starts back to blue week and asked Chief Rogers if that was 

correct.  Chief Rogers replied that its police memorial week.  Mr. Wolanin stated that he appreciates 



  Approved Council Meeting Minutes 05/10/2022 

  Page 77 
 

                    

everything the officers do. He is glad that we got a nice young officer working for the city now. He 

stated that we support you guys and thanked him.  He said the same thing to the fire chief and fire 

department guys; we appreciate everything you do. He wanted to make sure that went on the record 

for everyone was recognized.  

 

Councilman Pro-Tempore Brian Chitester  

Mr. Chitester stated that ABR meets this Thursday to finally finalize the stuff with the Gibbs Butcher 

and Brew. For anyone who had questions, comments or concerns about his rear property it should be 

finalized.  

 

Councilman President Cornel Munteanu  

Mr. Munteanu stated that the lite speed limit sign by the high tension lines on Lindbergh is amazing 

how that really does work, and joked he’s slowed down a lot.  Ms. Jones stated that is not where the 

people want reduced speed limit its down at the other end. Chief Rogers replied that where it’s 

located nobody complains there. Ms. Jones stated that there is nobody there it’s just Mr. Munteanu 

and a couple other houses.  Chief Rogers stated that in all fairness there are about 15 places in the city 

that you would need it, but he does not think council wants to spend $100,000. As he said when we 

got them, we will move them around. Ms. Jones stated that like he said these actually, unlike the 

other one, these actually track what people were going. Chief Rogers replied that was correct; it does 

not keep track of license plates with cameras but does have software. Ms. Jones asked what happened 

it’s not on Lindbergh anymore, she doesn’t think so. Chief Rogers replied yes, it is.  Ms. Jones replied 

oh, she missed it.  So, do you have any idea what it’s been she means is the ratio to speeding to not 

speeding do you know anything yet. Chief Rogers stated that he has not gotten any of that 

information from his sergeant yet; he wanted to have more than just five or seven days. Ms. Jones 

interrupted that’s how long it’s been there.  Chief Rogers replied yes, a little over a week, so the next 

few weeks maybe by the next council meeting he will some information. Ms. Jones stated that she 

knows the first time she saw it there was a police car sitting next to it. Chief Rogers stated that the 

second one is battery operated so it’s more portable, like we discussed at the last meeting the service 

department will put that up at the end of Columbia for a little while.   Ms. Jones asked what it says 

when you are speeding. Chief Rogers replied slow down. Ms. Buchholz stated that when you slow 

down it says thank you. Ms. Jones stated that she saw it say thank you but knows the Chief wanted it 

to say ticket ?.  

 

Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director (via Webex) – No Report  

 

Old Business  

 

Ordinance 14-2022  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PERMANENT 

PARCEL NOS. 281-34-003 AND 281-34-004 CONSISTING OF APPROXIMATELY 0.563 

ACRES AND LOCATED AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LEWIS AND BAGLEY 

ROADS FROM D-2 “SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING DISTRICT,” TO P-1 

“PROFESSIONAL AND MEDICAL DISTRICT” AND FURTHER AMENDING THE 

ZONING MAP OF THE CITY CONSISTENT THERETO   Tabled on Third Reading 

(03/08/2022) 

 

Remained Tabled 
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Ordinance 21-2022  

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF 

OLMSTED FALLS, TO ENTER INTO AN AMENDED CONSULTING AGREEMENT 

WITH T. JORDAN AND ASSOCIATES, LLC FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

RELATED TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   

Second Reading 

 

Resolution 24-2022 

A RESOLUTION TO REPEAL RESOLUTION 14-2019 REGARDING CITY COUNCIL’S 

APPROVAL TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FORMATION AND PARTICIPATION OF THE 

OLMSTED JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT (JORD)  Second Reading 

 

Resolution 25-2022 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AND ACCEPT THE GOVERNING RULES AND 

BYLAWS OF THE JOINT OLMSTED RECREATION DISTRICT   Second Reading 

 

New Business  

 

Ordinance 26-2022 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PART TWO – ADMINISTRATION CODE, TITLE EIGHT 

– BOARD AND COMMISSIONS CHAPTER 280 – SHADE TREE COMMISSION AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Ordinance 27-2022 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOT TO EXCEED 

$400,000 OF NOTES, IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS, TO PAY 

COSTS OF REMODELING, RENOVATING AND OTHERWISE IMPROVING A CITY 

BUILDING WHICH WILL HOUSE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES AND OTHER 

MUNICIPAL FUNCTIONS AND IMPROVING THE SITE THEREOF, AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY    First Reading  

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Jones seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

Ms. Jones stated that so the people know this is what they did to remodel this building years ago and 

they pay down and renew some every year, there is nothing new going on.  Mr. Chitester moved to 

waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  

 

Miscellaneous New Business - None 

 

Such other business that may come before Council  
 

Ms. Jones asked Mr. Swaisgood if we got any of the money from the county.  Mr. Swaisgood asked 

for what, a project or taxes. Ms. Jones stated that she heard they put out a list today of cities that were 

awarded grants. Mr. Swaisgood stated that he did not see any list or hear anything and we did not get 

any notification that he is aware of.   

 



  Approved Council Meeting Minutes 05/10/2022 

  Page 79 
 

                    

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to adjourn; Mr. Wolanin seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Cornel Munteanu, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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